TOOLBOX TALKS #26b

Who:

This practical task is to highlight the
importance of soil texture and structure to
those with little or no knowledge of the

subject, or those looking to refresh their
knowledge.

Task leader preparation:

» This task will be held outdoors in a suitable
field/fields on your farm and should involve
all team members who would benefit

» You will require a few dessert spoons

= A small container containing water

= A print-out of AHDBs steps to assess soil
texture on the following page

Important:

It's recommended your team complete the
first Toolbox Talk in this series ‘Soil texture and

structure’ before completing this practical task.

TIAH Capability Framework area:

This aligns with the knowledge and skills in the
Environment area.
https://tiah.org/tiah-capability-framework

Notes:

@ tiah.org

In Toolbox Talks 26a: Soil texture, participants will have explored how various
soil types influence water-holding capacity, the potential environmental risks
associated with leaching or runoff, and their impact on crop selection for farming.
In this practical challenge, participants will discover how to correctly identify soil

types.

Purpose

The purpose of this practical task is to demonstrate how you can make an
accurate assessment of the texture of soils on the farm.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the task, participants will be able to identify different soil types by
following the steps in AHDBs ‘How to determine soil texture’ flowchart.

Outdoor practical task () 30 minutes

1. Gather your team in a chosen field on your farm and ask them to take about
a dessert spoonful of soil. Each person/team should sample a different area
of the field, or you could sample across several fields

2. Gather them back together. Then ask each person/or one person from each
team to knead the soil thoroughly between their finger and thumb until the
soil crumbs are broken down. If the soil is dry, they can wet it gradually
following the steps in the soil texture task print-out

3. Enough moisture is needed to hold the soil together and to show its
maximum stickiness

4. Askyour team to determine the type of soil(s) you have on your farm.

Task leader note: You may wish to retain the section at the bottom of this task
for staff training and CPD records.

Toolbox Talks Challenge participants

Toolbox Talks Challenge: Assessing soil texture
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